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MIDWAY   CHAPEL   CHURCH  HISTORY
By Richard Wellman 

  Midway Chapel was located in Jefferson County, Kansas, on a one-acre  parcel  at the northeast 
corner of what is now known as the intersection of Marion and 62nd. The church lot was acquired 
on September 19, 1893 from Israel S. Owen.  The building was 28 X 40 with a 17-foot ceiling 
and reported nearing completion in late September 1893.  The name “Midway” was chosen as the 
church was midway between Oskaloosa and Perry.  Midway is also a very popular town name, 
there being 39 in the U. S, according to an internet search.  Jefferson County had a village/Post 
Office named Middletown that existed  from 1857 to 1860.  It was located about one mile 
northeast of present-day city of McLouth. 

  Midway Chapel was a congregation of  The Church of United Brethren in  Christ,  The 
denomination  was organized in 1800 by Martin Böhme and Philip William Otterbein and is the 
first American denomination that was not transplanted from Europe.  It emerged from United  
Brethren churches that were at first unorganized.   In 1889 a controversy over membership in 
secret societies such as Freemasons, split the denomination, but both blocs continued to use the 
same name.  The majority faction merged with the Evangelical Church in 1946 to become a new 
denomination, Evangelical United Brethren (E.U.B.).  This in turn merged in 1968 with the 
Methodist church to become the United Methodist church.  The minority faction of the 1889 split 
still exists today and is based in Huntington, Indiana. However,  we have none located in 
Jefferson County.  

  Jefferson County was blessed to have  about 17 rural churches meeting the religious needs of the 
the rural areas in the first 100 years of its history.  The three with an asterisk were all of the 
denomination of United Brethren in Christ. The numbers in parenthesis are the Section, Township 
and Range in which each church was located. 

*Bloomfield  (12-9-16)
*Fairview  (13-9-18)
*Midway Chapel (24-10-18)
? met in homes in Sarcoxie Twp.
Central Chapel (25-5-19)
Coal Creek (30-7-18)
Corpus Christi  (36-7-19)
Edmonds Chapel  (20-9-20)
Gragg’s Chapel  (17-8-17)

Hebron  (5-9-20) 
Liberty  (34-10-18) 
name? (29-10-19) 
Pleasant View  (16-9-18) 
Plum Grove (14-9-19) 
Round Grove  (34-10-18) 
Stanwood  (28-10-20) 
Wellman  (36-10-19) 

"



  In 1937, the Kansas Conference of the United Brethren in Conference sold the land back to 
Israel Owen.  The church building ownership was retained  by the church with the stipulation that 
the building would be removed.  This leads me to believe the church building was to be relocated 
intact to some other property.  However, I have not been able to determine such a placement. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

SOURCE  DOCUMENTS 

(#1)  Deed, book 60, page 636 
I. S. Owen & wife to Board of Trustees of Midway Chapel.  This indenture made this 19th day

of Sept. 1893, between I. S. Owen and Laura Owen, his wife, of Jefferson County in the state of 
Kansas of the first part and the Board of Trustees of Midway chapel and their successors in office 
in trust for the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, of Jefferson County, in the state of 
Kansas, of the second part, that said parties of the first part , in consideration of the sum of twenty 
dollars, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged do by these presents grant, bargain,  sell and 
convey unto said  parties of the second part their heirs, assigns, all the following described real 
estate, situated in the county of Jefferson and state of Kansas to wit:   Commencing at the 
southwest corner of the southwest one-fourth, of section number twenty-four (24), township ten 
(10), range eighteen (18), running thence East, two hundred ten (210) feet,  thence North one 
hundred ninety five (195), thence west two hundred ten (210) feet, thence South one hundred 
ninety five (195) feet , to place of beginning, containing one acre, more or less. 
  To have and to hold the same together with all and singular the tenements, hereditaments and 
appurtenances  there unto belonging or in anywise appertaining, forever. 
  And said   I. S. Owen and wife Laura Owen, his wife, for themselves, their heirs, executors or 
administrators, do hereby promise, covenant and agree, to and with said party of the second  part, 
that at the delivery of these presents lawfully seized in their own right, of an absolute and 
indefeasible estate of inheritance, in fee simple, of and in and singular the above granted and 
described premises, with the appurtenances that the same are  free, clear, discharged and 
unencumbered of and from all former and other grants, titles, charges, estates judgements, taxes, 
assessments, and encumbrances, of what nature or kind so ever it is hereby agreed a tract of land 
___  ____  said __for church purposes or the purposes named in the charter for the Midway Chapel 
these to ___to the original owner, his heirs, or assigns and that they will warrant and forever 
defend the same unto said party of the second part, their heirs and assigns, against said party of the 
first part, their heirs, and all and person, or persons, whomsoever, lawfully claiming or to claim the 
same. 
  In witness Whereof, the said party of the first part have  hereunto set their  hand on the day and 
year first above written. 

(signed) 
I. S.  Owen
L. E. Owen

- - - - - - - - - - - - - --

#



 
 
(#2) The Oskaloosa Independent,  Sep. 23, 1893, 
  The church on the I. S. Owen’s farm between  here and Perry is almost completed, except the 
inside finishing.  Jacob Steffey and Thos. Riggs are doing the work, with such assistance as is 
donated.  The building is 28 X 40 with 17-foot ceilings. 
 
- - - -- - -- ----- -- 
 
 

  
(#3) The Valley Falls New Era,  June 17, 1909,  Number 10 Items 
  The members of the Midway Chapel Sabbath school gave Miss Emma Repstine a post card 
shower Wednesday. 
 
 
 
- - -- - - - - - -- - - 
 
(#4) Deed Book 169,  page 68 
Board of Trustees of U. B. Church to I. S. Owen 
  This indenture made this 30th day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred 
thirty seven between The Board of Trustees of Kansas Conference of  United Brethren in Christ 
of Topeka, in the county of Shawnee, state of Kansas, of the first part and  I. S. Owen, of the 
second part.  Witnessed that said party of the first part for and consideration of the sum of one 
dollar and other good and valuable consideration to it duly paid , has sold unto  the party of the 
second party, his heirs and assigns forever, all that tract, or parcel of land situated in the county of 
Jefferson, and state of Kansas described as follows:  beginning at the southwest corner of the 
southwest  one fourth of section twenty four, township ten, range eighteen, Oskaloosa township, 
Jefferson County, Kansas, running two hundred ten feet east thence one hundred ninety five feet 
north,  thence two hundred  ten feet west, thence one hundred ninety five feet south to place of 
beginning containing about one acre. 
   The GRANTOR herein makes specific reservation unto itself in this deed all buildings and 
improvements on said realty capable of removal, and does now reserve the right to enter upon the  
aforesaid  premises at any time for the purpose of removing there from the Church building 
located  thereon, and such other removable property belonging to Grantor.  
   Grantors do now hereby agree that they  will remove the buildings and property located on said 
premises aforesaid as soon as permitted to do so by the District Court of Jefferson County, 
Kansas. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
(#5)  Deed Book 167, page 363 
  Grant for removal of property from I. S. Owen and wife to Trustees of U. B. Church, state of 
Kansas, Jefferson County SS.  Filed for record, May 7, A.D. 1937 at 11:15 a.m.   

$



 
Know all men  by these presents that the undersigned  I. S. Owen and Laura Owen, his wife, 
parties of the first part, of Jefferson County, Kansas, do by these presents grant, bargain, sell, 
assign and transfer to:  The Board of Trustees of the Kansas Conference of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ, parties of t he second part, all their right title and interest in the 
following described property to wit:  The church building and removable property located on 
the following described property in Jefferson County, Kansas,  beginning at the southwest corner 
of the southwest  one forth of section twenty four, township ten, range eighteen, Oskaloosa 
township, Jefferson County, Kansas, running two hundred ten feet east thence one hundred ninety 
five feet north,  thence two hundred  ten feet west, thence one hundred ninety five feet south to 
place of beginning containing about one acre. 
   Said grand and sale of said church building and removable property being made for the 
consideration of a quit claim deed from second parties conveying the aforesaid realty, with the 
exception of the church building and removable property.   Second parties are given the right to 
enter upon said land and remove said church building.  Parties of the  second part fully agrees to 
remove the aforesaid  buildings and just as soon as permitted by the District Court of Jefferson 
County, Kansas.     I. S.  Owen,   Laura Owen 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
(#6) The Oskaloosa Independent,   Aug. 8,. 1946,  page 3, col. 3 
 
Pioneer farm sold. Mr. and Mrs. I. S. Owen have sold their farm home at Midway Chapel, seven 
miles southwest of  Oskaloosa to Robt. Auburn of Hays, Kansas, who will get possession about 
first of October.  The Owens will make visits with children in scattered  places before taking up 
permanent residence. 
  Mr. Owen [not “Owens”] has resided on this place for 79 years, did his own farming 65 years.  
His farm was on the old wagon road between Oskaloosa and Perry, which was a regular hack 
route; and the old Oregon  postoffice was at the Owen place.  It being midpoint between towns 
named, the United Brethren chapel erected there in an early day was named Midway.  The Owen 
farm is the last on the old hack route to pass from pioneer hands. 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
INTERNET search 
    http://wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_United_Brethren_in_Christ 
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Civil War Diary of John Steuart, Part III, 1865 

The transcribed diary below is the third installment of John Steuart’s Civil War writings.  The 
diary was shared with the Jefferson County Genealogical Society by the Curry and Steuart 
families. 

 

July 21st (1865) – Got to Little York against 
3 ! o’clock broke the engine five miles 
from Harrisburg. 

22nd – Got Williamsburg a beautiful little 
town of one thousand inhabitants, four 
churches, one large hotel not finished, 
mountains on the west about 200 feet high 
got to Almira at sun set and was put in 
number one barracks got a fine supper seven 
miles from the state line. 

July Sunday 23, 1865 – Lay up in the 
barracks some of the boys went to church. 

24th – We relieved the regulars fifteen of our 
company got passes I with the rest thru the 
city Elmira it is a pretty place of about 12 
thousand population several churches and 
other fine buildings no end to saloons. 

25th July 1865 – The regulars left Elmira 
barracks at three o’clock our Co. moved into 
their quarters I was on guard there is seven 
Indians in camp belonging to the 104 New 
York there was a State gent round to see to 
patrolled prisoners and prisoners that had 
not got their pay yet. 

28th – I was on guard at the gate. 

 

August 3rd 1865 – The 22nd  New York 
Cavalry came in for supper then to 
Rochester to be mustered out of service. 

August 5th – Joseph Temple and I went out 
to east Port p.m. went to the huckleberry 

patch after supper a squad of us went to the 
Susquehanna River. 

7th – I was on guard number 5 third relief. 

7th – Drummed a citizen out of camp for 
cursing and profaning our late President. 

8th – I was out gathering huckleberries with 
one of my company I gathered about four 
quarts got in before ? 

9th – Scrubbed our quarters – wrote a letter. 

12th – I was at church for service and at 
night in the Methodist church. 

13th – I was on guard at the Hospital ? 

15th – The 2nd N.Y. Regt. And 15th Cavalry 
consolidated came in to be payed off – I 
went aberrying forenoon. 

20th – The hospital No. 2 moved to No. 3. I 
was on guard at the building and garden. 

Moved to No. 3 28th 

Aug. 31st – I was mustered for pay with the 
invalids. 

 

Sept. 2nd – I got letters from home – 
answered one was doing police duty. 

Got a letter from home stating that my 
money had not reached home I went to the 
express office but could hearing nothing of 
it then I wrote home for them to inquire if it 
was not at the nearest office for the U.S. 
Express Co. 

&



Sept. 12th – Cos. A & B joined us at 
Barracks No. 3 and a small squad of invalids 
came the previous evening. 

15th – Jos. Temple wrote a letter to 

16th – I received a letter from Samuel 
Myardoss to have inspection and dress 
parade at four o’clock Sunday 16th, 1865 I 
was detailed to help ? 

20th ? 

 

Oct. 2 – I was up at the Camp got some 
sullscap paper and other necessarys that I 
needed. 

13th – Very cold some talk of getting payed 
off flying reports about getting mustered out 
of service. 

Oct. 15th – Six nights to writing School in 
the Comercial Coledge. 

Oct. 18th 1865 – Our Regt. Got payed from 
government 1,165.90. 

20th – Went to town, 2 pair socks, song 
book, ? pocket knife, hair oil. 

30th – Going to town get one box blacking, 
one bottle olive oil, one box ? one paper 
stove black. 

31st – The 1st Vet Reserve Corps. Got very 
to be mustered out the 2nd Vet to be 
mustered for pay Cloudy and rainy. 

 

Nov. 5 – Sunday cloudy & rainy in the 
morning snowing some P.M. cold and 
increasing at night and me lying hunkadodle 
in my bunk thinking of my friends at home 
and the Joys when I was a boy with my 
Mother. 

Nov. 15th, 1865 – The old guard house and 
the headquarters got burnt by the stove pipe.  

Nov. 16th – I wrote a long letter – got one 
prisoner let him go by orders. 

Nov. 18th 1865 – Co. A left Elmira at 6 
o’clock for New Haven, Connecticut. 

19th – Arrived in Jersey City by daylight 
crost the Hudson River and marched to the 
Barracks near castle Gardens where we got 
breakfast and diner then marched to the city 
park I took the street cars to 7th St. 

Nov. 19th – At the New Haven depot got on 
the cars and started at 5 o’clock p.m. and 
landed in New Haven at 8 ! o’clock and 
marched to the Fair Havin Barrack where 
we found one Co. and the 5th Regt. 

20th – Went up town and got breakfast came 
back and moved our traps in other barracks 
P.M. three of us went up town then to the 
ship landing then back then we took the st 
cars and went to West Vill fare 6 cts seen 
the Capital and numerous other publick 
buildings two nice little mountains there was 
some mistake in the order the Capton went 
to Hartford, Conn. We could not draw any 
rations. 

21st – Very wet went up town and got diner 
price 75th cts came back toock a tramp threw 
Fair Haven. 

22nd – Co. A had inspection at three o’clock 
P.M. the 2nd Regt. Company at dusk nothing 
new transpired C C C I made a cover for my 
gun of Indian rubber. Jno Steuart 

Nov. 23, 1865 – Colin and I went to West 
Vill went up to the top of west rock then to 
the Hamilton Park where the race horse is I 
got an oyster super at John ? got to Camp at 
dusk. 

'



Nov. 24 1865 – I was detailed for 
guard the first since the 28th of August 
1865 posted at the gate and one 
private room. 

Sat. 25, 1865 – Joseph Cathcart and I 
took a walk up town and got two pair 
drawers each fore noon I had Co. 
inspection at 4 o’clock p.m. then I 
went up town and had a good bath. 

Sun. 26th, 1865 – Had Co. inspection 
after guard ? p.m. Three of us crost 
Fair Haven Bridge to camp and had 
Co. inspection at 4 o’clock p.m. 

Monday 27th 1865 – Went to town 
and got a Corps Badge engraved. 

Monday 27th, 1865 – Went to the 
Rope baloon ascension Town (?) 
House it is 88 ft high 55 in diameter 
165 in circumference the ? 

Tues. 28th, 1865 – We had one hour 
drill after guard then Mathews and I 
took a long walk to the lighthouse six 
miles distant was up to the top and 
had a good view of West Haven ? 
New Haven & Fair Haven, East  

Haven, East and West Rock got a fine 
dinner at ? House. I got home at half 
past three o’clock. 

Wed 29th, 1865 I was on guard at the 
hospital while on post I seen the 
Baloon House, New Haven, I watched 
it till it was just a black spot in the sky 
the rope asension was three dolars 
seventy-five for a voyage ? 

Nov. 30th Co. A of the fifth got 
marching orders but did not get off til 
the 4 o’clock train I went down town 
P.M. and got my boots half soled
price one dolar and quarter, we drew
straw beds our company all alone at
this post.

Dec. 1, 1865 Nothing of note took 
place till Christmas Colin & I went to 
New Haven and got a fine diner of 
turkey in a dining Saloon – I had a 
fine oyster [pages lost from book]. 

1866 Bought team harness wagon for 
four hundred forty seven dolars and a 
half. 447.50.  For feed, twenty two 
dollars and ninety five cts 

(
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Recipes from The Grasshopper (at Valley Falls) newspaper, June 12, 1858 

CLAY CAKE—One pound of flour; 1 pound of white sugar; 1-2 pint sour cream; 
1 teaspoonful soda; the white of 12 eggs.  The eggs should be put in the last thing. 
Flavor with lemon. 

POTATOE PUDDING—Half a pound of butter; 1-2 pound of sugar; 1-2 pound of 
mashed potatoes; 1-2 gill of cream; 5 eggs; 2 tablespoonfuls of brandy; 1 
tablespoonful of nutmet; the same of cinnamon. Mash the potatoes with the cream, 
when cool, add the butter and sugar, beat to a cream, then add the eggs and other 
ingredients. Bake in a rich puff paste. 
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